
















































legende: zie hiernaast. 

Binnenzijde van een boek, uitgevreten door termieten. 
(Foto M. Neyrinck) 

•R machine gedrukt. Deze werkwijze beschadigt de rug van 
het boek, breekt de draden die de katernen bijeenhouden 
en hebben op de lange duur het uitvallen van de bladen tot 
gevolg. Een fotocopieermachine die toelaat het boek in 

— een hoek van 90° te kopiëren, zou hier uitkomst brengen. 

Het manipuleren van boeken in bibliotheken 

Deze handeling kan nu doodnormaal lijken, maar in de 
meeste gevallen wordt ze toch verkeerd uitgevoerd. Meest­
al trekt men het boek bij de bovenkant van de boekband 
uit de rij, waardoor die na verloop van tijd scheurt. Om dit 
te vermijden is het voldoende een kleine ruimte achter de 
boeken te voorzien, waardoor het mogelijk wordt de 
omgevende boeken even achteruit te schuiven en het 

f gewenste exemplaar bij het midden van de rug uit de plank 
kan nemen. 

Aantekeningen 

Als aantekeningen noodzakelijkerwijs in een boek aange­
bracht moeten worden, gebruikt men hiervoor nooit een 
stylo of viltstift, maar uitsluitend een halfvet potlood met 

i fijne punt B of HB. 

m Bladwijzers 

M Kleine hoekjes krantenpapier, die vaak jarenlang in een 
boek blijven steken, geven in de loop van de tijd hun zuur­
heid door en laten bruine afdrukken achter op 3 tot 4 blad-
zijden. 

^ ^ ™ Als bladwijzer gebruikt men best een strookje Japans 
papier. Ook metalen papierklemmetjes veroorzaken be­
schadigingen : ze beginnen te roesten en laten een onoplos­
bare vlek achter op het papier. Voor boeken zonder grote 
waarde kan men desnoods plastieken klemmetjes gebrui­
ken, al kreuken die de bladen. 

Het opkleven van steunpapier 

Dit gebeurt best met neutraal papier en tarwezetmeelpap. 
Om kleine lijsten opnieuw te kunnen gebruiken, worden 
de grafische documenten soms verkleind door de randen er 
af te snijden. Het spreekt vanzelf dat dergelijke stukken 
veel van hun waarde verliezen. 

Het kleven van papier op lijnwaad 

Deze handeling wordt veel toegepast bij landkaarten en 
zeer grote documenten. De combinatie papier-lijnwaad 
kan nochtans schade opleveren: alhoewel ze uit dezelfde 
vezels zijn vervaardigd, hebben ze toch een tegenoverge­
stelde reactie ten opzichte van de relatieve vochtigheid. Bij 
een hoge R.V. zet papier uit, terwijl linnen krimpt. Dit 
geeft aanleiding tot het verschrompelen van het papier op 
zijn linnen drager. Soms zijn de stukken echter zó groot, 
dat men verplicht is deze linnen dragers te gebruiken. Om 
beschadiging te voorkomen, kleeft men dan eerst zowel op 
het papier als op het linnen Japans papier. Pas na het dro­
gen hiervan kleeft men de beide stukken samen. 

53 



Besluit 

Deze eerste algemene kennismaking laat ons toe zowel de 
draagwijdte als de verscheidenheid van de problemen op 
dit gebied te beseffen. Tevens dringt de noodzaak zich op 
om de onoverzichtelijke stapel archiefdocumenten en gra­
fische kunstwerken zo snel mogelijk van de ondergang te 
redden. Het doorgeven van dit deel van ons patrimonium 
aan de volgende generaties, hangt voor een groot deel af 
van de behandelingen nu. Deze bewustwording moet zich 
concretiseren in het veranderen van onze dagelijkse 
gewoonten, wanneer we met papier omgaan. Die dienen 
geïnspireerd te worden door het gezond verstand, waarna 
de elementaire maar noodzakelijke maatregelen moeten 
volgen. 
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plaats 'geborgen'. (Foto M. Neyrinck) 
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Summary 

The 'Zwin'-Landscape 
Throughout history, the 'Zwin' area has been very important to the development of 
Flanders. It was this area that allowed for the Bruges linen-industry to be prosperous 
and for Flanders to have developed into one of the most powerful and rich medieval 
principalities of France. 
In time of war the intermediate area between the present 'Zwin' and 'Sluis' has 
always been a contested borderland. As such the cultural-historical value of the 
'Zwin'-bed is not only of regional but of national importance. 
Alterations to a landscape disregarding its historical characteristics and value, might 
cause structural degradation. This is the case for the 'Zwin', where works con­
cerning the ground-levelling and changes as to the relief occurred in the course of the 
17th century. 
The close link between the cultural-historical and natural-scientific value of this area 
is important in view of measures to be taken for its protection. This contribution 
dilates upon the genesis and growth of the 'Zwin', including its significance as to 
Flanders' prosperity. 
A second contribution in one of the next issues of M&L, will dwell on the natural-
scientific value. 

The 'Zwinbosjes' in Knokke-Heist 
On the dialectal plan of Bruges-Eastcoast the 'Zwin-bosjes', situated adjacent to the 
'Zwin' area, are indicated as an N-area (natural area) and an R-area (natural area 
with scientific value). This automatically implied their maximal protection, awaiting 
the Royal Warrant for the final protection. 
A proposal in connection herewith was made in 1980. In the meantime, there were 
plans drafted for the lay-out of a yacht-haven and the building of 900 houses; this 
realization would entail the total destruction of the northwestern part of the 'Zwin-
bosjes' and an enormous decrease of its actual natural-scientific value. In this con­
text, the definitive protection of the 'Zwinbosjes' by Decision of the Flemish Execu­
tive of 9.3.1983, is a rejoicing fact. 

The Restoration of the Town Hall in Damme 
The town hall of Damme, dating from 1464-1467, was built in substitution for the 
13th-century House of Aldermen, dilapidated by then. 
Out of the building-accounts, data concerning the initial situation of interior and 
exterior can be derived. Only a few alterations found place in the course of a 400 
years; the tower was rebuilt in 1642-1643 ; a wall parallel to the front was construct­
ed in the tribunal in the course of the 17th century; a large filing-cabinet was added 
in the 18th century... 
At about the mid-19th century the town hall, being in a state of disrepair, had to be 
restored. The works that had started in 1859, were stopped in 1860 due to financial 
reasons. The restoration was completed in l895-'96. 
But when in 1961 a carillon of 25 bells was offered to the town, this could not be 
installed because of the bad condition of the tower. 
In June 1978 finally, after many years of discussion, a thorough restoration was 
started once more, comprising the original parts of the building and elements re­
placed or added in the 19th century. 
As such, the renovated town hall of Damme enters upon a new future after 500 years 
of existence. Although it no longer houses the real municipal administration, it is the 
chair of the town-council and the Court of Aldermen. One intends to hold concerts 
and lectures in the former tribunal; the gothic cellars lend themselves admirably to 
the purpose of exhibitions and feasts. But all these activities can occur only on the 
condition that the user adapts himself to the venerable building, and not the build­
ing to the needs and caprices of the user. 

The Restoration of the 'Grooten Vos' in Bruges 
This remarkable building, the former guild-hall of Masons, dating from 1621, is one 
of the last examples of Renaissance style in Bruges. 
At the end of the 18th century, it was sold as a national property, and as such restor­
ed in 1862 and 1888. During the last restoration the front was painted according to 
the design of architect L. Delacenserie. The ground-floor was adapted to the 
demands of modern commerce in 1962. 

In 1974 the facades and roof of the house were protected as a monument by Royal 
Decree. The interior has been irrecognizably rebuilt and adapted in the course of 
years. 
A third restoration was started in 1981, and was mainly focused on works at the 
front. The reconstruction was based—as far as possible—on the remains of poly­
chrome and gilt. 
After a thorough cleaning of the front, the weathered bricks and stone were substi­
tuted by new ones. The damaged plasterings were repaired and the whole (old and 
new parts) was covered with a new layer of plaster. 
The paint- and gilt-work underwent a professional treatment. 
The 19th-century joinery has been preserved, as it found itself in good shape. 
The plastering and painting of the front might be justified by the view of our 17th-
century ancestors, who considered the use of materials subordinate to the architec­
tonic idea; besides they knew the protecting characteristics of paint and plaster, by 
means of which the weathering of stone is slowed down. 
As such this approach can be accounted for out of historical and conservative rea­
sons. 

The Restoration of the 'Wyckhuuse' in Alveringem 
The 'Wyckhuuse', one of the rare large farmsteads out of the 17th century, was 
bought by the local authorities of Alveringem in 1977. By then it found itself in an 
advanced state of dilapidation, as it was deserted since 1961. 
Restoration and adaptations started in 1982, and were determined by the new func­
tion of the building, viz the accomodation of the municipal administrations. 
New building was planned to this purpose, in order to preserve the older wings. The 
stairtower was heightened, so that the attic became accessible in view of the preser­
vation of archives. 
There were no further fundamental alterations to the main volumes, besides the 
installation of works of infrastructure required for the purpose of the new function. 

The Preservation of Books and Graphic Documents 
The preservation of paper, the vehicle of ideas and knowledge that have been con­
veyed to us for over centuries, is quite a delicate matter. 
Therefore, this article aims at giving some elementary measures to be taken into 
account while handling this material. 
The degradation of paper is due to various reasons. There is first of all the biological 
affection. Paper can be affected with all kinds of micro-organisms, called mildew, 
that develop rapidly in a damp and dusty spot. Insects and rodents are other great 
destroyers of paper. Damage caused by light (especially UV-radiation) can be reme­
died by UV-filters and so-called 'Tube-Jackets'. Inadequate materials, like wood-
pulp cardboard used as a support or for the frame, can cause dots, brown circles and 
mildew. The restoration of graphic documents by incompetent people finally, can 
lead to irreparable harm. 
The measures enumerated beneath, concerning the handling of graphic documents 
in everyday life and for exhibitions, provide the most elementary and concrete devi­
ces in order to avoid serious damage. 
— Framed objects displaying signals of moisture, should be unhooked, unframed 
and put on white blotting-paper or pure cotton, drawing upwards, in order to dry, 
awaiting a final conservation treatment. 
— Self-adhesive tapes of any kind must be avoided; small tears can be provisionally 
repared with gommed paper. 
— Large graphic documents have to be preserved on PVC-tubes and 
wrapped up in cotton cloths. 
— Books to be stocked should be wrapped up in cotton or linen cloths and put verti­
cally in wooden painted boxes. 
— Copying out of books damages the back of the book, unless the copying-machine 
allows for the book to be held in an angle of 90°. 
— Books in a library should not be taken out of the row by means of the binding. 
— Notes and bookmarks should be avoided as much as possible. 
— When large documents have to be cleaved on linen, as a support, there should be 
an intermediate stratum of Japanese paper. 
When considering the extent of problem, the urgent need becomes manifest to save 
the large amount of graphic and archival documents from destruction. 
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OUDE BALKEN DOOR EN DOOR VERROT, 
SCHADE GENOEG OM DE GEHELE 

HOUTCONSTRUCTIE VOLLEDIG TE SLOPEN 
EN TERUG OP TE BOUWEN. 

Slopen hoeft niet: E.C.C. N.V. 
restaureert polymeerchemisch houten balken, injekteert 
oude metselwerken, enz... Lost extreme problemen probleem­
loos op. En brengt tevens het herstelde op zijn oorspronke­
lijke sterkte terug. Zonder hak- en breekwerk. Snel en zeker. 

SLOOP NIET!!! NEEM LIEVER DE 
TELEFOON, BEL E-C-C- N.V, 03/828 94 95 (5 L-) 
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